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Parker  
BlackHawk XP

The new Parker BlackHawk XP sports both Sims 
riser dampeners and Sims limb dampeners. 

Parker’s String Silencing System is mounted 
unobtrusively below the bow’s grip and is 
adjustable to center the string’s impact into the 
cushioning bumper. 

Parker Compound Bows has a reputation to 
uphold. Since the company’s inception, Parker 
has stood for agreeably priced compound 
bows that are lightweight, smooth, quiet and 

as dependable as the day is 
long. Bowhunters love them. 

Given all that, it was 
understandable that when 
Parker set out to build a 
really fast bow for 2008, 
that task presented a bit of a 
dilemma. Fast bows, after all, 
have often been expensive, 
heavy, harsh, noisy and maybe 
even a bit unreliable. 

“We pulled out all the 
design stops,” says Parker 
President Bob Errett.  “We 
set high performance goals, 
but we didn’t stop there. We 
wanted this new Parker bow 
to also look better, remain 
lightweight, draw as smoothly 
as possible given its speed, 
deliver a dampened shot and 
still be affordable.”

That’s a lot to pack 
into one bow, but Parker 
Compound Bows seems 
to have pulled it off with 
the new-for-2008 Parker 
BlackHawk XP.

“This is probably the fin-
est bow we’ve ever offered,” 
adds Bob Errett.

There’s a lot to talk 
about with the new Parker 
BlackHawk XP. It is a fast 
bow, ranking right up there 

with many of today’s best––and much more 
expensive––bows. But the BlackHawk XP is 
also wonderfully light in the hand at just 3.85 
pounds. Some of that surely comes from the 
bow’s innovatively machined-aluminum riser 
and trim limbs. In addition, the new Black-
Hawk XP features a state-of-the-art one-cam 
system, a below-the-grip string silencing 

system, integrated Sims riser and limb dampeners, a 
comforting broadhead shelf, high-grade Stone Moun-
tain strings and a camo, black and dark bronze color 
scheme that sets it apart. 

Of course to complete the picture, you have to 
add to all of those performance and cosmetic attri-
butes the fact that the new Parker BlackHawk XP has 
a suggested retail price of just $649.95. Given all that, 
it’s no wonder that the crew at Parker, Parker dealers 
and bowhunting Parker fans from coast to coast are 
excited. The 2008 Parker BlackHawk XP is clearly 
one heck of a bow.

How It Shoots
There is no free lunch when it comes to arrow 
speed. The arrow can only absorb the energy that the 
archer puts into the bow and that the bow transfers 
to the arrow upon release. It’s only those things that 
create speed with a particular arrow. So it is that a 
large portion of the formula falls to the bow’s eccen-
tric system and how that system captures the archer’s 
muscle energy and transfers it to the arrow when the 
shot is made.

The draw cycle of the Parker BlackHawk XP 
makes it clear that this bow is playing the speed game 
especially well. Peak weight hits early and is main-
tained nearly all the way to full draw. Letoff, however, 
is surprisingly smooth and subtle, although the valley 
is fairly short. A firm back wall is evident and pulling 
into that wall helps overcome the short valley. What 
this draw pattern does is pack more energy into the 
bow for the shot. In total, it’s a very reasonable speed-
bow draw cycle. It’s stout, but amazingly smooth. I 
would think that any able-bodied archer could get 
comfortable with it in no time. I know I could.

Shot noise and shock, for such a light and fast bow, 
is reasonable. Accuracy, I found with repeated shoot-
ing, is excellent. I had no problem stacking arrows 
both near and far. 

Key Features and Benefits
BlackHawk ARC Cam
The new Parker ARC Cam System was engineered 
to draw smoothly and yet maximize arrow speed. A 
somewhat hidden benefit is its articulating-module 
system. That system makes draw-length changes a  
snap. Simply loosen three screws and rotate the  
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The BlackHawk XP’s classy wood-grained side 
plates fill out the bow’s grip nicely, providing a 
comfortable and consistent feel at full draw. 
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Specifications
Parker BlackHawk XP
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Axle-to-Axle Length	 32 inches

Brace Height 	 7.4 inches 

Riser Geometry	 3.5 inches reflex 

Mass Weight	 3.85 pounds 

Letoff	 75% 

Draw Lengths	 26 to 31 inches

Draw Weights	 60#, 70#   

Finish	 Next G-1 Camo

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

For more information, see your dealer, log onto
parkerbows.com or call (540) 337-5426.

Specifications  
Parker BlackHawk XP set at 29 inches (by factory) and adjusted to 70 pounds
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
	 Shaft	 Arrow	 Kinetic	 Arrow		 28-inch Test Arrows	 Gr/In	 Weight   	 Energy    	 Speed
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
   Easton XX78 Alloy 2512	 10.3	 448 gr.	 76.9	 278 fps 
   Easton Full Metal Jacket 400	 10.2	 426 gr.	 76.7	 285 fps
   Carbon Express Aramid KV 350	 9.8	 415 gr.	 76.6	 288 fps
   Carbon Tech Whitetail 65/80	 9.5	 411 gr.	 76.2	 289 fps
   Carbon Express Maxima Hunter 350	 8.9	 398 gr.	 75.9	 293 fps
   Easton ST Axis N-Fused 400	 9.0	 392 gr.	 76.3	 296 fps
   Beman ICS Hunter Elite 400	 8.4	 390 gr.	 75.9	 296 fps
   Gold Tip XT Hunter 55/75	 8.2	 385 gr.	 75.4	 297 fps
   PSE Radial X Weave Hunter 300	 8.1	 376 gr.	 74.7	 299 fps
   Easton LightSpeed 400	 7.4	 363 gr.	 74.0	 303 fps	
   Gold Tip Ultralight Pro 400	 7.4	 361 gr.	 75.6	 307 fps
   Carbon Tech Cheetah 400	 6.4	 346 gr.	 74.8	 312 fps
   High Country Speed Pro Max	 5.5	 303 gr.	 73.3	 330 fps

Bow weighed with an Easton Bow Force Digital Scale. All tests conducted with a Spot-Hogg Hooter Shooter  
Portable Shooting Machine and a Competition Electronics Pro Chronograph.

module to the desired position. My test bow was 
adjustable from 29 to 31 inches. The adjustments 
are clearly marked on the module and cam.

Cross-Vent Riser Design
Most machined-aluminum risers feature cut-
outs drilled from side-to-side through the riser. The 
BlackHawk XP’s innovative cross-vent riser is drilled 
both from side-to-side and from front-to-back. That 
further reduces weight and bulk.

Broadhead Shelf Design
To keep sharp broadheads away from your 
bowhand, the BlackHawk XP sports an add-on 
safety shelf. Good idea, Parker.

String Silencer System
Parker’s below-the-grip String Silencing System is 
trim and adjustable for centered bowstring impact. 
It’s designed to blunt bowstring shot noise and 
dampen any residual bowstring vibration. 

Integrated Sims Riser and Limb Dampeners
Sims is the first name in bow dampening. Incorporated right into the BlackHawk 
XP’s riser are two sets of Sims riser dampeners.  Sims LimbSavers are affixed 
to the bow’s parallel limbs to further squelch shot vibration and noise.

Classy Two-Piece Grip
The wood-grained side plates on the bow’s grip are a classy touch and help sculpt 
that grip for a comfortable feel.

Stone Mountain Dakota Strings
High-grade Stone Mountain Dakota bowstrings and cables dress up the Parker BlackHawk XP  
and deliver consistent shot-to-shot performance. K


